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a few individuals, but in reality they have been the
struggle of mighty principles for predominance and
conquest. Was it not so with the wars of Greece
and Asia, when the Hellenic and Oriental mind
struggled for predominance in the world? Was it
not so with those of Rome, when the stern Roman
spirit came into rough contact with the less rigid
conceptions of other nations respecting government
and social organization ? Was it not so with the
mighty campaigns of the Crusaders, when Europe
precipitated itself upon Asia to satiate the almost
maddening impulse of the one great ruling idea of
the age ? Were not the wars of the Reformation
the combat of great ideas? Were not those of
the French Revolution equally so? And in the
struggles which even now seem pending over the
fair soil of Italy, do we see any other th&n the
progressive ideas of the nineteenth century rolling
onwards over alp and ocean, and coming into con-
flict with the worn-out manners and institutions of
the dark ages ? Heroes may appear to be the main-
springs of human struggle, but heroes are nothing
more or less than embodiments of the mind and
spirit of their age. In place of saying, " that all
history is the shadow of great men," we should
much rather say, that great men have been the
foci or burning points of man's historical and pro-
gressive life.

The history of society, again, is the history of
social ideas and intuitions. Just as the intellectual
and vital principle of the animal gathers around